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If T might speak for those who have had the privilege of giving this lecture before
me, I can say that this is truly a humbling experience. To illustrate exactly how I
feel this evening, I would like to relate a true story about one of my all-time favorite
historical figures—Winston Churchill:

In the summer of 1941, Sergeant James Allen Ward was awarded the Victoria
Cross for climbing onto the wing of his Wellington bomber 13,000 feet above
the Zuider Zee in Holland to extinguish a fire in the starboard engine. Se-
cured only by a rope around his waist, he managed not only to smother the
fire but also to return along the wing to the aircraft’s cabin. Churchill, an
admirer as well as a performer of swashbuckling exploits, summoned the
shy New Zealander to 10 Downing Street (for our American friends that’s
like the British White House). Ward was struck dumb with awe in Churchill’s
presence and was unable to answer the Prime Minister’s simplest questions.
Churchill surveyed the unhappy hero with some compassion. “You must
feel very humble and awkward in my presence,” said Churchill. **Yes sir,”
stammered the young flyer. “Then you can imagine how humble and awk-
ward [ feel in yours,” said Churchill. (Fadiman, 1985, pp. 122-23)

[ use this story certainly not to compare myself to this great British parliamentar-
ian and wartime leader but to express the sense of humility I have in addressing
this very special gathering.

Perhaps the most daunting aspect of accepting an invitation to give this ad-
dress is the fact that it is named in honor of Earle Zeigler. What a unique individual
he is! How fitting it is that this organization honors his lifetime of scholarship and
professional contributions with this lecture. The breadth and distinction of his ac-
complishments are, and will remain, uniquely impressive. Earle's values, dedica-
tion, lifestyle, achievements, and humaneness reflect the ideals of excellence to
which all of us should aspire. So you now may be able to appreciate the dilemma
one faces when preparing for this kind of lecture. On the one hand, expectations
are indeed high! The burden of being profound in light of the articulate and in-
sightful offerings of my predecessors is truly daunting. Russell Baker, a columnist
for the New York Times, once said that writing such a speech involves “sitting in
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