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First, let me say that receiving this award was completely unexpected. Given my
great surprise when Stan Brassie informed me, I was immediately overwhelmed
with a rush of conflicting thoughts. My very initial reaction, “Me? Why me, when
there are many qualified members so much more deserving than me?” led to, “Oh
my, am I that old?” which led finally to the realization: “Oh my goodness, now
I've got to give a speech!” Well, here I am, flattered but a bit overwhelmed. I'm
obviously greatly appreciative of the honor NASSM has bestowed upon me, espe-
cially given the great admiration I have for all of those recipients that have pre-
ceded me.

And, of course, I must first thank Earle Zeigler, for whom this honor is so
appropriately named. I am so very pleased that you are here this evening. Before I
present my lecture, I'd like to share this special moment with some people who
have largely defined my professional life for the past 15 or 20 years. I have had the
great fortune to be partnered for more than 30 years with my wife, Lin, who, be-
cause of work conflicts, couldn’t be here tonight. As my primary sounding board
and editor, she will play a prominent role this evening, as always, even in her
absence. | have also had the great pleasure of serving as the advisor to a wonderful
group of Ph.D. students (21 to be exact!) who are all now productive members of
faculties on four different continents. They have brought me so much joy and are a
great source of pride. If I am to have any kind of legacy, it will be through their
contributions. I'm pleased that several of these former students could be with me
this evening,

I thought long and hard about tonight’s presentation topic. In the end, I used
two framing criteria. One. keep it short. When [ heard someone mention that there
was a 3-hour open bar prior to the banquet, I thought for all our sakes, something
along the lines of the Gettysburg Address would be appropriate. And two, talk on
a topic I know something about. That narrowed my options dramatically. So after
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