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The millennium has presented the world with the opportunity to evaluate
progress up to this point in time. Many have used this as a way to look back at
achievements, disappointments, brilliance, and mistakes. In addition, it has of-
fered a chance to reevaluate predictions for the future, make adjustments in goals,
question ego, and ponder the state of inequitable human rights.

As the title of my address suggests, I believe we in sport management
academia are presented with an opportunity to evaluate our progress. First, it is the
eve of the millennium. And second, the North American Society for Sport Man-
agement is 15 years old as of this conference. I see these marks of time as an
opportunity to look at our past, analyze our current status, and to envision the
possibilities of our future. I believe it is now time to critically examine who we are
and where we are in reality in relation to who and where we think we might be.
Moreover, I propose that we start this examination now and use the first five to ten
years of the millennium as an era for critical examination.

In this address, I will put forth my evaluation of the past, present, and future
of sport management as a field of study and issue challenges for your discussion.
The focus of my address is limited to issues that I call identification markers—
those issues and factors that define, describe, and create an identification for sport
management as a field of study. Additionally, I will challenge what is called “box
thinking,” which I define, for the purposes of this paper, as the passive acceptance
of constructed definitions and positions about sport management and its content
without question or analysis. Box thinking is dangerous. It stifles critical examina-
tion and growth that can free us to move and progress.

My perspective is derived from observation of sport management academia
for 16 years as a university professor, some limited study of the historical develop-
ment of sport management, experience with different aspects of sport manage-
ment as a field of study, analysis of the literature, and 35 years as a sportswoman
and athlete participating and working in the sport industry. Moreover, my perspective
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