Journal of Sport Management, 1992, 6, 215-219

Sport Management:
Opportunities and Obstacles

P. Chelladurai
The Ohio State University

It is indeed a great honor to be a recipient of this prestigious award. I am
very grateful to the North American Society for Sport Management (NASSM),
its presidents (past, present, and elect), and its executive for bestowing this honor
on me. Such honor multiplies manifold when the award is named after my friend,
philosopher, and guide, Dr. Zeigler. He has been my mentor and benefactor. I am
happy to have the opportunity to acknowledge in front of this learned society that
what I am today in the academic field is largely due to his generosity, constant
encouragement, and continued support. Dr. Zeigler, I am greatly indebted to you,
Sir.

As recipient of this award, I am expected to make some take-home message
or erudite pronouncement on the state of the field. Because all of you and I are
committed to this ordeal, let me say a few words on the future of our field. My
thoughts are nothing new, but it is good to remind ourselves of the growing pains
we go through, the opportunities that lay ahead, and the obstacles we may face.

We have come a long way. Forty years ago when I took my first course in
administration of physical education in India, I was taught how to clean the scum
gutter in a swimming pool. For your information, there was only one swimming
pool in the whole province. Yet this was considered an important piece of
information to remember for the exams. By the way, scum gutters are the channels
built around the perimeter of a swimming pool into which the swimmers were
expected to spit. We do not have those gutters any more because the modern way
is to spit into the pool itself.

At any rate, from the days of scum gutters, we have grown into sport
management, a field that is flourishing and will continue to flourish in universities
and colleges, and in society at large. From the narrow focus on facilities and
equipment in educational institutions, we have evolved into a field concerned
with “‘the theoretical and applied aspects of management theory and practice
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