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Using the Rays From
History’'s Shining Lantern
As We Face an Uncertain Future

Earle F. Zeigler
The University of Western Ontario

Having an annual lecture given in my name is (a) an honor for which I am
most grateful, (b) something I never expected, and (c) a form of recognition that
I will continue to strive to earn as long as I am able. I also didn’t expect to be
asked to give the first such lecture. However, in preparing this presentation, I did
feel the need to employ a certain historiographic approach, one that might help
me to make semi-objective judgments. Of course, I am not expecting anyone
else to accept my philosophic orientation, but nevertheless we may discover a
reasonable amount of consensus about the recommendations I have chosen to
make. Where there is lack of agreement, we are in North America and, fortunately,
in a position to work our differences out democratically as we strive to influence
our chosen field of endeavor positively in the years ahead.

The following quotation by Allan Nevins, then, is what I used for guidance
as an approach to, or a conception of, history:

Although when we use the word history we instinctively think of the past,
this is an error, for history is actually a bridge connecting the past with the
present, and pointing the road to the future. . . .

History enables bewildered bodies of human beings to grasp their
relationship with their past, and helps them chart on general lines their
immediate forward course. And it does more than this. By giving people a
sense of continuity in all their efforts, red-flagging error, and chronicling
immortal worth, it confers on them a consciousness of unity, a realization of
the value of individual achievement, and a comprehension of the importance
of planned effort as contrasted with aimless drifting.

This conception of history as a lantern carried by the side of man,
moving forward with every step taken, is of course far ampler than the concept
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