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in Sport Management

Janet B. Parks
Bowling Green State University

*“The Calf Path,”” by Sam Walter Foss

One day through the primeval wood, a calf walked home, as good calves should;
But made a trail all bent askew, a crooked trail, as all calves do.

Since then three hundred years have fled, and I infer the calf is dead;

But still he left behind his trail and thereby hangs my moral tale.

The trail was taken up next day by a lone dog that passed that way!

And then a wise bellwether sheep pursued the trail o’er vale and steep,
And drew the flock behind him too, as good bellwethers always do.

And from that day, o’er hill and glade through these old woods a path was made;
And many men [folks] wound in and out, and dodged and turned and bent about
And uttered words of righteous wrath because ‘twas such a crooked path.
But still they followed . . . do not laugh, the first migrations of that calf!
This forest path became a lane that bent and turned and turned again.

This crooked lane became a road, where many a poor horse with his [her] load
Toiled on beneath the burning sun and traveled some three miles in one.
And thus a century and a half, they trod the footsteps of that calf.

The years passed on in swiftness fleet; the road became a village street.
And this, before men [folks] were aware, a city’s crowded thoroughfare.
And soon the central street was this of a renowned metropolis;

And men [folks] two centuries and a half trod in the footsteps of that calf.
A hundred thousand men [folks] were led by one calf near three centuries dead.
For men [some] are prone to go it blind along the calf paths of the mind;
And work away from sun to sun to do what other men [folks] have done.
They follow in the beaten track, and out and in and forth and back,

And still their devious course pursue, to keep the path that others do.
They keep the path a sacred groove along which all their lives they move;
But how the wise old wood gods laugh who saw the first primeval calf!
For thus such reverence is lent to well-established precedent.
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Sport Management Scholarship

Those of us in sport management—administrators, faculty, and students alike—
have chosen not to walk down that well-worn calf path. Instead, we have made
a path of our own. We freely acknowledge that we share commonalities with
other areas within the academy, but we also insist that we have our own unique
characteristics and contributions that set us apart from them.

When we decided to strike out on a path of our own making, we knew that
we would need to create structures to accommodate our professional and academic
pursuits. Therefore, we established a professional association, the North American
Society for Sport Management (NASSM), and a scholarly journal, the Journal of
Sport Management, in an effort ‘‘to promote, stimulate and encourage study,
research, scholarly writing and professional development in the area of sport
management’’ (from Article II of the NASSM Constitution).

In his President’s Address at the first NASSM conference, Bob Boucher
(1986) noted that ‘‘sport management is a field that cannot divorce itself from
practical and professional concerns. In effect, the proof of administrative theory
and practice is in the pudding, and therefore we should make every effort to
bridge this ‘gap’ whether it be real or mythical’’ (Boucher, 1986, p. 5; italics
added). The underlying assumption was that sport management academics would
approach the development of theory and practice in sport management through
involvement in scholarship, each of us pursuing the advancement of the body of
knowledge in ways associated with our own particular research focus.

During the past several years, there has been quite a bit of discussion about
the definition of scholarship and how it should be manifested in the study of sport
management. At times, it appeared that we were divided into two camps: On one
side, it was rumored, we had researchers who wanted to ‘‘develop theory in a
vacuum’’; on the other side, we had practitioners who wanted to ‘‘tell sport
managers how to sell more tickets.”” Presumably, individuals in the theory group
were concerned about functioning as members of the academy, and those in the
practice group were concerned about what is commonly called the bottom line.

In reality, neither of these camps ever actually existed. An examination of
the literature reveals that our colleagues who have called for research with a
theoretical base, for example Parkhouse (1987), Parkhouse and Ulrich (1979),
Paton (1987), Slack (1991), and Zeigler (1987), have consistently emphasized
the importance of applying in a practical setting the knowledge gained from this
research. Furthermore, most articles published in the Journal of Sport Manage-
ment clearly exist within a theoretical framework. The symbiotic relationship
between theory and practice in sport management scholarship has, therefore,
already been established in the literature—but the question remains how best to
translate sport management theory into practice.

Boyer’s Four Styles of Scholarship

In his well-respected book, Scholarship Reconsidered: Priorities of the Profes-
soriate, Boyer (1990) provided a perspective on scholarship that may be useful



























